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The Family as a Communion of Love 
Today we honor family life in general by  

pausing to ponder the particular and beautiful 

hidden life within the home of Jesus, Mary and 

Joseph. In many ways, their daily life together 

would have been very similar to other families 

at that time. But in other ways, their life together is entirely 

unique and provides us with a perfect model for all families. 
 

By God’s providence and design, the family life of Jesus, 

Mary and Joseph was spoken of very little in the Scripture. 

We read of the birth of Jesus, the presentation in the Temple, 

the flight into Egypt and the finding of Jesus in the Temple at 

age twelve. But other than these stories of their life together, 

we know very little. 
 

The line from today’s Gospel, however, give us some insight 

worth pondering. First, we see that this family “fulfilled all 

the prescriptions of the law of the Lord…” Though this is in 

reference to Jesus being presented in the Temple, it should 

also be understood to apply to all aspects of their life  

together. Family life, just like our individual lives, must be 

ordered by the laws of our Lord. 
 

The primary law of the Lord regarding family life is that it 

must share in the very unity and “communion of love” found 

in the life of the Most Holy Trinity. Each person of the Holy 

Trinity has perfect respect for the other, gives selflessly to 

each other without reserve, and receives each person in their 

totality. It is their love that makes them one and enables them 

to act together in perfect harmony as a communion of divine 

Persons. Though Saint Joseph was not immaculate in his  

nature, the perfection of love did live in his divine Son and in 

his immaculate wife. This overwhelming gift of their perfect 

love would have daily drawn him into the perfection of their 

lives. 
 

Ponder your own closest relationships today. If you are 

blessed with a close family, ponder them. If not, ponder the 

persons put into your life who you are called to love with  

familial love. Who are you to be there for in good times and 

in bad? Who are you to sacrifice your life for without  

reserve? Who are you to offer respect, compassion, time,  

energy, mercy, generosity and every other virtue? And how 

well do you fulfill this duty of love? 
 

Reflect, today, upon the fact that God wants you to share in a 

communion of life, not only with the Most Holy Trinity but 

also with those around you, especially your family. Try to 

ponder the hidden life of Jesus, Mary and Joseph and seek to 

make their family relationship the model for how you love 

others. May their perfect communion of love be a model for 

us all. 
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FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 
December 31, 2023 

REFLECTION 
Every year, Christmas unites the weary and warring 

human family for a few days of rejoicing. Each year, 

we are surprised anew at the richness of God’s gift to 

us of Christ. From contemplating this gift, we learn 

the meaning of self-giving love. Today’s Mass 

centers on our human school of love, the family. 

Sirach comments on the fourth commandment, to 

honor one’s parents. The last verses of Colossians 

draw on a pre-Christian household code, but its first 

two sections are remarkable within a patriarchal 

culture for their fully Christian values: relationships 

are based on mutual love and forgiveness rather than 

subordination. With such love, God sent his Son. The 

gospel readings remind us that the Holy Family was 

not spared the pain, separation, and need for trust 

experienced by those who love. Our suffering can be 

transformed by imitating Christ’s love—a love 

which he learned from his parents. The miracle of 

Christmas assures us that God boundlessly enriches 

our everyday lives when lived with love.  

(Sunday Mass Book) 

Dec 30 Sat 9:00 AM - Intention of Maria Fan
5:00 PM † Giovanni & Aquilina Vacca

Dec 31 Sun 9:00 AM † Pasquali Agata 
11:00 AM - People of the Parish

5:00 PM - People of the Parish

Jan 01 Mon 9:00 AM - Intention of Bunny & James Santos
11:00 AM - People of the Parish

7:00 PM - Intention of Thor & Margie Nicolas 

& their family

Jan 02 Tue 9:00 AM - Intention of Angela Leung & Michael 

Okelicz

Jan 03 Wed 9:00 AM † Simeon Maristanes

Jan 04 Thu 9:00 AM † Bonnie Pinto

Jan 05 Fri 9:00 AM † Giuseppe Riggi 
† Donald Bastiampillai 
† Sally Atkinson
† Naseem (Jimmy) Shiekh 
† Patrick Pinto

- Intention of Mathilda & Denis Gracias

- Intention of Mario & Maria Simao 

- Intention of Ricardo & Cornelia 

Chua’s family

7:30 PM † Mateo Tanuan 
† Sydney Fonseca 
† Theresa Joseph & Joe Yoganathan

Jan 06 Sat 9:00 AM † Florie Vegas D'Souza
5:00 PM † Liam Traynor

MASSES FOR THE WEEK
Week of Dec 30 to Jan 06
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